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ALEJANDRO BLANCO, PRESIDENTE DEL COE Y MADRID 2020

President Rogge, dear IOC members, dear friends.  Bonjour.  Argentina is a special country to me; so I would like to add a very personal ¡Hola amigos!, and also, GRACIAS, for making all of us feel at home…

History brings us here today. But sport binds us together.  

I say “history” because an IOC Session is always historic.   

But, we also celebrate one hundred years of the Spanish National Olympic Committee. 
Over the last one hundred yiiars, we learned a lot about Olympism.  

And over the course of this bid, we’ve learned a lot about each other –some things we didn’t know, but that makes us a great team! 

This is the first bid led by the Spanish National Olympic Committee.  That’s important.  

It means our primary focus has been on athletes and sport. 

We have worked with you for many years.  

And, I can say that we want to continue working with you for 7 more!.

We believe in educating our athletes.  

We educating them first on the values of sport, 

and second, on the practice of sport.  

We teach three basic principles: 
Every clean victory is a honest victory, 

Every clean defeat is an honest defeat, and

When you compete in sport, as in life, the clean way is the only way.

Spain has hosted hundreds of international championships over the last decade – including the FINA and Handball World Championships this year.  

And in each case, athletes were our number one priority.

This is our promise to ALL of you: we will treat ALL Athletes at the Games

as Our Athletes.  You can TRUST Madrid.

You can depend on Madrid.  Not years from now – but today, because we’ve left nothing to chance.

Madrid Makes Sense – for everyone, now more than ever.

Finally, allow me to say it has been  a great honor to work with you these many years.  

Thank you for your friendship, your advice and your support.

And, thank you for allowing me to share this journey of life and sport with all of you.  

And now let’s imagine Madrid in 2020! 

Dear members, ladies and gentlemen; it is a privilege to introduce one of the best examples of Olympism that I know, His Royal Highness, Felipe, Prince of Asturias, Honorary President of our bid, and Spanish Olympian from the Barcelona Games 
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